
Sustainability and the Stewardship of Creation
An Episcopal Response

The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof;

 the world and all that dwell therein.

– Psalm 24:1

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. ... 

God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. 

– Genesis 1:1, 31

“Creation is in crisis.” This is the conclusion of the Anglican Communion Environmental Network meeting in Lima,

Peru, in August 2011.  

Worldwide, as many as one billion went hungry in 2009.  In Sub-Saharan Africa, the situation is likely to worsen as

population grows and current methods of agricultural production fail to meet needs.  The United Nations projects that

by 2050, the population of Sub-Saharan Africa will increase by 120 percent.  Participants from around the Anglican

Communion reported accelerating impacts from human-induced climate change and environmental degradation in their

regions. More distressing, many participants also reported extensive ignorance and unwillingness to act in their countries.

In response to this crisis, St. Paul’s is organizing a group to study global sustainability.  Our study will have three parts:

– An online course through Coursera – Introduction to Sustainability – taught by Jonathan Tomkin, an Earth

Sciences professor at the University of Illinois.  The free 8-week course begins in the week of August 27.  The

course will include about an hour’s worth of videos each week, to be watched on line on your own schedule.

There will be prescribed readings in a downloadable text (also free).  The course will look at the principles of

population science, and then will turn to climate change, energy supplies, and agriculture and water supplies.

Successful completion of the course will earn a certificate that may be used for college credit.  Go to

https://www.coursera.org/course/sustain  for more information.

– On September 29, 2012, the Diocese of Virginia’s Committee on the Stewardship of Creation will present its

annual conference in Richmond on sustainability in food and agriculture.  The Conference will explore how we

eat, how we farm, how we use energy, and the health of our soils, water supplies, and the planet as a whole.

The Conference will look at the challenges and opportunities to alleviate global food insecurity, particularly

in Sub-Saharan Africa. See http://caringforgodscreation.net/Annual_Conferences/2012_Conference/ for details.

– We will meet weekly at 7 PM on Sundays here at St. Paul’s to discuss the week’s studies and to add an

Episcopal take on the issues.

The challenges and opportunities are the consequences – sometimes intended, sometimes unintended – of public policy

and market functioning that affect the interests of all, but that are carefully monitored by relatively few.  

We invite you to join us in some or all of this discussion.  To join, please do the following:

1. Go to https://www.coursera.org /course/sustain and sign up for the course.

2. E-mail Lloyd Snook at lloyd.snook@gmail.com to tell us that you are doing this.

3. Go to http://caringforgodscreation.net/Annual_Conferences/2012_Conference/ to learn about, and to

sign up for, the Committee on the Stewardship of Creation’s Conference.

4. Come to the Church at 7 PM on Sunday, September 2, 2012, and subsequent weeks to discuss what

we are learning.
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