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Annual Report – 2011 

 

The Committee for the Stewardship of Creation 
 

HISTORY: 

 

The Diocesan Committee for the Stewardship of Creation was formed by Bishop Lee in 

1992, to respond to a 1991 General Convention resolution, which called for 

Episcopalians “to view Environmental Stewardship as a matter of Highest Urgency“.  

Here we are many years later, and the words “Highest Urgency” remain significant. As 

Stewards of God’s Creation, this Committee’s energy remains dedicated to its original 

“Vision” to share our faith, our ideas, and by our actions to provide the guidance to 

conserve and protect God’s creation.  

 

THE MISSION OF THE COMMITTEE 

 

We provide guidance, support, speakers, newsletters, a website, and teaching materials 

to: 

 

1. Help Parishes identify and implement ways to become better stewards of 

God’s creation.  

2. Offer ideas for action to help restore and protect the Earth. 

3. Provide theological and scientific materials on environmental matters and 

spirituality. 

4. Encourage dialogue on the environment and our faith. 

The following listing enumerates how we served our Churches during 2011: 

 

OUR OBJECTIVES RELATE TO OUR SERVICES  

 

We share information about ongoing environmental and sustainability issues at state, 

national and international levels including legislation, education and ecumenical 

partnerships.  To this end, the SoCC website has been revised and revamped to provide 

access to an increased level of information and resources.  See, generally, 

http://www.caringforgodscreation.net 
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The SoCC Vice-Chair (Mr. Tal Day) has initiated a blog on our website to provide a 

forum and a dialogue on issues deemed important to spur additional conversation.  See 

http://www.caringforgodscreation.net/Blog/.  To date, the SoCC has presented blogs on 

Climate Change and Justice, Energy, Water Quality, Water Supply, and Sustainable 

Agricultural Systems.  

 

We have initiated the “SoCC eBlast” – a weekly email communication to our Parish 

Partners for publication in the weekly Sunday bulletins and monthly newsletters.  The 

eBlast provides topical and practical information concerning the world we live in and 

how we can all be even better stewards of God’s Creation.  (If you are not receiving our 

eBlasts, please contact Lesley Markham at markhamlesley@hotmail.com!!) 

 

We have committee members dedicated to specific “interest areas” such as Energy, 

Communications, Interfaith Ministries, and Liaison to other Diocesan committees.  See 

http://www.caringforgodscreation.net/Directory/ 

 

We help people in the Parishes and Missions of the Diocese to understand 

environmental issues as religious concerns.  The Committee is guided by its permanent 

“Spiritual Co-Chair,” a member of our Clergy, to guide us while assuring that we stay 

on “message.”  As a team, we make clear to those we serve the connection between our 

Christian Faith and Caring for God’s Creation.   

 

We strive to increase awareness throughout the Diocese of the nature and seriousness of 

the environmental challenges and the faith-derived actions required to help solve these 

problems.  See, e.g., http://www.caringforgodscreation.net/News/ 

 

We encourage and support Stewardship of Creation Ministries at the local parish / 

mission level with liturgical, spiritual and worship resources and technical assistance.  

See http://www.caringforgodscreation.net/SOC_Resources/ 

 

We support specific environmentally related activities, e.g., Shrinemont Forest 

Management, renewable energy, energy audit programs, parish energy and water 

conservation.   

 

We sponsor and conduct periodic conferences on issues related to faith and the 

environment.  The 2010 and 2011 conferences focused on the critical issue of “Water 

Sustainability.”  The September 2012 conference will bring experts from government 

and industry to address “Food Sustainability” issues.  See 

http://www.caringforgodscreation.net/Annual_Conferences/ 

 

http://www.caringforgodscreation.net/Blog/
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We maintain a list of contacts and resource organizations within the network of relevant 

faith and environmental groups. An example of these follow in the form of web based 

“links.”  We are exploring other denominations and faith’s efforts to care for God’s 

Creation and how these programs can improve and affect the mission and efforts of the 

SoCC.  See http://www.caringforgodscreation.net/Church_Programs/ 

 

We have developed and distributed lists of Energy Savings Tips to dozens of our 

Churches.  We have developed a list of Water Saving tips.  These lists are available to 

everyone via our Committee Website, and the Diocesan Website.  See 

http://www.caringforgodscreation.net/SOC_Resources/ 

 

We continue to coordinate with the Diocesan publication the ‘Virginia Episcopalian’ 

providing articles and announcements of key SoCC events and information. 

 

We are exploring a program to encourage other Diocesan Committees to write about 

their work, and to share the value of that work with others.  

 

We offer Speakers and Presenters at our Diocesan (DioVa) Conferences; and when 

invited, to our Sister Dioceses.  

 

We have partnered with The United States Environmental Protection Agency, and it’s 

“EnergyStar Division” to assist them in the expansion of their National Energy 

Performance Rating System for “Houses of Worship.”  

 

We represent the Diocese of Virginia on the “Consultative Council” of “Virginia 

Interfaith Power and Light” as the Episcopal Representative.  The intention of our 

presence is to further the sharing of our work with other Faith Groups. 

 

We manage the Lee-Atkinson Energy Conservation Award.   

 

We are progressing and enlarging our “Church Stewardship Partner‟ program by 

continuing to contact all of our churches with a simple request …‟to select one person‟ 

from their church, who they believe possesses the Imagination, Desire, and Dedication 

to represent their Congregation as it’s ‟Stewardship Partner” and to become this 

Committee’s point of contact as we share with their Church.  

 

Wm. Craig Dubishar, Chair 

Tal Day, Vice-Chair 


