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   New to the St. Stephen's & St. Agnes Lower School campus 
this year is the Creation Trail, a nature walk that calls attention 
to and gives thanks for the beautiful campus, while serving as a 
teaching opportunity for religion classes and other educational 
programs. The trail consists of 14 stops around the Lower School 
campus where visitors may pause, learn, pray, and appreciate the 
nature surrounding us. 

   “When we stop and appreciate our 
surroundings, we are motivated to protect 
it,” said Lower School 
Chaplain The Rev. Rosemary Beales, who 
provided the idea for the trail after 
being inspired by a similar project at 
another school. “These really are the 
simple things in life too – we know our 
students are fluent and very tech savvy, 
but simple pleasures like sunlight, soil, 
and air are important to see closely 
and appreciate, including the bugs 
and the dirt,” she said. “I really hope 
that classes, groups of children, and 
families will take advantage of the 
opportunity to be outdoors.”

   The Creation Trail begins in 
the Sinclair Hall courtyard, 
outside of the Lower School 
religion classroom. To get the full 
experience, you'll want to grab a trail 
guide and head toward the first marker, which is the newly 
renovated outdoor classroom. To walk the complete trail, pausing 
to read descriptions and pray, takes about 40 minutes. Visitors may 
choose to walk the whole trail, visit any stop at any time, or walk 
just one “loop” of the figure-eight design. The trail guide is full of 
information unique to the SSSAS Lower School, such as the oldest 
tree on campus, and each marker has an accompanying prayer 
written by either Lower School students or faculty. 

   To construct the trail, Chaplain Beales recruited Clay Kane '13, 
who created the trail design, researched descriptions for each stop, 
and consulted on the design of markers as part of his Eagle Scout 
project. In addition, he led his Boy Scout Troop 1515 in substantial 
physical work by renovating the outdoor classroom on the Lower 
School campus, placing the numbered markers, and building and 

erecting the bluebird boxes that appear 
along the trail. The entire project, 
concept to creation, took several years to 
complete and was launched in April 2011 
during Earth Week.

   “My hope for the Creation Trail is that 
it will be a place where classes can go to 
connect their learning to the world around 
them,” Kane said. “The prayers that the 
Lower School students wrote are beautiful, 
and I hope that people will take the time to 
read and appreciate them.” In order to design 
the trail, he collaborated with Chaplain Beales, 
Lower School Director Bob Weiman, the 
SSSAS Transportation Department, and other 
members of the school community. “I truly 
enjoyed this experience and hope that the trail is 
everything and more than what we wanted it to 

be when we first started two years ago,” Kane said.

   The next “stop” for the Creation Trail is adding Quick Response 
(QR) codes. Visitors will be able to use their smart phones to scan 
the QR code on each numbered marker to read about the location, 
read a text of the prayer, or hear a recording of students reading the 
prayer. Currently there is a prototype of a QR code on trail stop 
number three.

   “I think it's a form of prayer that the Creation Trail even exists,” 
Chaplain Beales said. “Just knowing that it exists, even if you don't 
stop on the trail…knowing it's there is a gift.” 
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The Rev. Rosemary Beales taking her religion class 
through the newly opened Creation Trail.

Dear God, thank you for the Earth: for grass, 
trees, and logs; for birds, bugs, and bushes; for 

fresh air, clouds, and the gift of rest.
~ Written by Junior Kindergarten


