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Since its formation in 1992, pursuant to a resolution of the 1991 General Convention, the Committee on
Stewardship of Creation has endeavored to help parishes identify and implement means to become
better stewards of God’s creation. The Committee aims to serve: (a) as a resource for access to
theological and liturgical resources regarding faith and environmental stewardship, (b) as a portal for
access to technical information on conservation of energy, water, and other measures important for
stewardship of creation, and (c) as a venue for dialogue on issues of faith and environmental concern.

In support of these efforts during 2013, the Committee mailed weekly eblasts concerning stewardship
topics in a form suitable for insertion in a church bulletin or posting to a church Facebook page to
125 people, including parish partners. The Committee has also maintained a website,
caringforgodscreation.net, with extensive links to technical resources, educational program resources,
liturgical resources, and the most significant and accessible information sources on climate change.
From time to time during the year, the Committee posted items on its blog relating to these topics.

In September 2013, the Committee sponsored an interfaith conference on The Challenge of Food
Sustainability: Preserving Biodiversity, Forests, Cropland, Water. Slide presentations from this and prior
conferences sponsored by the Committee are available on the Committee website. The keynote speaker
at the conference was The Rev. Richard Cizik, a nationally prominent advocate for stewardship of
creation with deep roots in the Evangelical community. The Rev. Cizik spoke compellingly during the
conference of his own evolution as an advocate for stewardship of creation, the transformations in our
economic and moral values that entails, and the magnitude of the challenge to change.

“Meeting the challenge to change” will be the guiding theme for endeavors of the Committee during the
2014 calendar year. To address this challenge, the Committee aims to gather additional information
about the current status of churches’ creation stewardship endeavors in the Diocese, to develop a tiered
“tool kit” to help churches direct limited resources along lines that can optimize financial and
environmental benefits, to restructure the Committee website to improve visibility and accessibility of
its resources, and to explore potential for deeper engagement of architectural, landscaping and
engineering professional societies in pro bono efforts to support churches with limited financial means –
not just Episcopal churches in the Diocese – become better stewards of creation.

In contrast to recent annual conferences sponsored by the Committee that have concerned specific
environmental topics, e.g., water and agricultural sustainability, the September 2014 conference at
Virginia Theological Seminary will be structured to focus on church and congregational stewardship
opportunities. The topics will address the practical implications and the spiritual challenges in meeting
the challenge to change.

The Committee continues to enroll additional “Parish Stewardship Partners‟ as called for by a resolution 
of the 2011 Diocesan Council. That resolution calls upon churches in the Diocese to designate one or
more person(s) to serve as the church’s Stewardship Partner, and in that role, to consult with the
Stewardship of Creation Committee on environmental issues including energy and water conservation,
and to guide their parishes in work with other denominations, churches and faith traditions in their
communities in jointly caring for God's creation.

To enroll a Parish Stewardship Partner for your church or for other information, please contact Tal Day,
incoming Chair, at htfairfax@yahoo.com.
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